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Abutilon palmeri                  
Indian Mallow X Low Full Sun 5’x5’

Acacia cognata ‘Cousin Itt’
Bower Wattle Low Full Sun 3’

Adenanthos spp.
Woolly Bush Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade varies sericea, cuneatus

Alyogyne  huegelii
Blue Hibiscus Low Full Sun 5-8’

Arcostaphylos spp.
Manzanita X Low Full Sun varies

densiflora ‘Howard McMinn’, 
densiflora ‘Lutsko Pink’, ‘Emerald 
Carpet, glauca, uva-ursi, ‘John 
Dourley’, ‘Pacific Mist’  

Artemisia spp.
California Sagebrush X Very Low Full Sun 4’x7’ californica, douglasiana, tridentata

Baccharis pilularis
Dwarf Coyote Brush X Low Full Sun 8-24”x6’

Banksia spp.
Banksia Low Full Sun 12-20’x

10-15’ integrifolia, speciosa

Berberis thunbergii
Japanese Barberry Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4-6’x4-6’

Buddleja davidii
Butterfly Bush Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 5-15’

Calliandra eriophylla
Fairy Duster X Very Low Full Sun 3’x4-5’

Callistemon citrinus
Bottlebrush Low Full Sun 10-15’

Carissa macrocarpa
Natal Plum Low Full Sun 5-7’ 

Carpenteria californica
Bush Anenome X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4-6’ 
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Ceanothus spp.                
California Lilac X Low Full Sun varies

 ‘Joyce Coulter’, ‘Ray Hartman’, 
‘Concha’, ‘Dark Star’, ‘Diamond 
Heights’, gloriosus, griseus, 
thyrisiflorus ‘Yankee Point’

Cistus spp.  
Rockrose Low Full Sun varies ladanifer, purperea, salvfolius 

‘Prostratus’

Coprosma spp.
Mirror Plant Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4-6’x6’ Kirkii’, petriei, ‘Tequilla Sunrise’, 
‘Pina Colada’

Correa spp.
Australian Fuchsia Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-8’ indivisa, pulchella, x. ‘Ray’s 
Tangerine’,

Cotinus spp.          
Smoke Bush Low Full Sun 12-15’  coggygria, obvatus  

Cotoneaster spp. 
Cotoneaster Low Full Sun 8”-3’x10-15’ dammeri, horizontalis

Daphne odora
Winter Daphne Low Part Shade 4’x6’

Dasylirion wheeleri
Desert Spoon Very Low Full Sun 3-5x4-5

Dendromecon harfordii
Island Bush Poppy X Low Full Sun 8-20’x8-20’ harfordii, rigida

Dodonaea viscosa
Hopseed Bush Low Full Sun 10-15’

Echium candicans 
Pride of Madeira Low Full Sun 5-6’x6-10’

Encelia californica
California Encelia X Low Full Sun 3’x4’

Frangula californica
Coffeeberry X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3-15’x8’

Fremontodendron 
californicum
Flannel Bush

X Very Low Full Sun 20’x12’
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Galvezia speciosa
Island Snapdragon X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3-4’x5-7’

Garrya elliptica
Coast Silk Tassel X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 8-15’

Grevillea spp.
Grevillea Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-6’x6-15’  ‘Austraflora Fanfare’, lanigera 
‘Coastal Gem’, 

Hebe spp.
Hebe Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’

Helianthemum 
nummularium

Sunrose
Low Full Sun 6-8”x3’

Heteromeles arbutifolia
Toyon X Very Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 8-15’

Ilex vomitoria  
Yaupon Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 15-20’

Lantana montevidensis
Trailing Lantana Low Full Sun 2’x3-6’

Larrea tridentata
Creosote Bush some Very Low Full Sun 4-8’

Lavandula spp.
Lavender Low Full Sun 2-6’x2-6’ angustifolia, dentata, canariensis

Lavatera  assurgentiflora
Tree Mallow X Low Full Sun 12’x12’

Leonotis leonurus
Lion’s Tail Low Full Sun 4-6’ 

Leptospermum laevigatum
Australian Tea Tree Low Full Sun 10-30’ 

Leucadendron hybrids
Leucadendron Low Full Sun 8-10’x6-8’  ‘Jester’, ‘Safari Sunset’, ‘Safari Gold 

Strike”



SHRUBS

4

ExposureWater 

NeedsCalifo
rnia 

Native Pollin
ators

& Birds Height x 

Width
Botanical Name
Common Name

Recommended Species,
Cultivars and  Varities

THRIFTY 150 - Durable, Low Maintenance, Water Wise Plants Recommended by San Francisco Public Works

Leucophyllum spp.
Texas Ranger Low Full Sun 5-8’ 

Leucospermum spp.          
Pincushion Plant Low Full Sun 4-8’

Lupinus spp.
Lupine X Very Low Full Sun varies arboreus, argenteus (Perennial)

Mahonia repens
Creeping Mahonia Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1’x3’

Melianthus major
Honey Bush Low Part Shade 6-12’x8-10’

Myrica californica
Pacific Wax Myrtle X Low Full Sun 10-30’

Nandina domestica
Heavenly Bamboo Low Part Shade 6-8’x3-4’

Phlomis fruticosa
Jerusalem Sage Low Full Sun 4’x4’

Polygala fruticosa 
Sweet Pea Shrub Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’ ‘petite butterflies’

Prunus lusitanica  
Portugal Laurel Low Full Sun 10-20’ 

Punica granatum ‘nana’
Dwarf Pomegranate Low Full Sun 2-3’x4-5’

Rhaphiolepis indica 
Indian Hawthorne Low Full Sun 4-5’x5-6’

Rhus  spp. 
Lemonade Berry X Low Full Sun 3-10’ ovata, integrifolia

Ribes spp.
Red Flowering Current X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 5-12’ aureum, sanguineum, malvaceum
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Rosmarinus officinalis
Rosemary Low Full Sun 2’x4-8’

Santolina spp.
Lavender Cotton Low Full Sun 2’x3’ chamaecyparissus, rosmarinifolia

Sarcococca 
hookeriana humilis  

Sweet Sarcococca
Low Part Shade to Shade 1.5’x8’

Symphoricarpos albus 
Common Snowberry X Low Full Sun to Shade 2-6’ 

Teucrium fruticans
Bush Germander Low Full Sun 3-4’x4-5’

Trichostema lanatum 
Woolly Blue Curls X Very Low Full Sun 3-5’x4-8’

Vitex agnus
Chaste Tree Low Full Sun 8-10’

Westringia fruiticosa
Coast Rosemary Low Full Sun 3-6’x5-10’

PERENNIAL

Achillea spp.                    
 Yarrow some Low Full Sun varies millefolium, tomentosa, 

filipendulina

Anigananthos spp.
Kangaroo Paw Low Full Sun 1-4’x2-3’ flavidus, viridis, ‘Gold Velvet’

Aquilegia spp.                   
Columbine Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1.5-3’x2’

Arabis blepharophylla 
Rock Rose Cress X Low Full Sun 8”

Arctotis hybrids
African Daisy Low Full Sun 1-1.5’

Arum italicum
Italian Arum Very Low Part Shade to Shade 1’

5
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Ballota pseudodictamnus  
Grecian Horehound Very Low Full Sun 1.5’x2’

Beaucarnea (Nolina) 
recurvata

 Foothill Needlegrass
Very Low Full Sun 9-12’ 

Brodiaea spp.
Brodiaea X Very Low Full Sun 1-2’ 

Calandrinia spectabilis
Rock Purslane Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-3’x2-3’

Chamaemelum nobile 
Chamomile Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3-12”x1’

Convolvulus sabatius
Ground Morning Glory Low Full Sun 1-2’x3’

Dietes spp.
Fortnight Lily Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’ bicolor, iridioides, vegata

Dymondia margaretae
  Dymondia Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3”x20”

Erigeron spp.
Seaside Daisy X Low Full Sun 1’x1.5’ glaucus, karvinskianus

Eriogonum spp.
California Buckwheat X Low Full Sun 2-5’ fasciculatum, latifolium, giganteum

Erysimum ‘Bowles Mauve’ 
Bowles Mauve Wallflower Low Full Sun 4-6’

Eschscholzia californica
California Poppy X Very Low Full Sun 1’x1.5’

Euphorbia spp.
Euphorbia Low Full Sun 4’x4’ characias, myrsinites

Gaillardia x grandiflora
Blanketflower Low Full Sun 2-4’x1.5’
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Geranium incanum
Carpet Geranium Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 6-10”x2’

Helleborus argutifolius
Corsican Hellebore Low Part Shade 2-3’

Hesperaloe parvifolia
Yellow/Red Yucca Very Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3-5’ 

Iberis sempervirens
Evergreen Candy Tuft Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 18”

Iris douglasiana
Douglas Iris X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-2’

Kniphofia uvaria
Red Hot Poker Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’x2-3’

Lessingia filaginifolia
California Aster X Low Full Sun 3’

Libertia peregrinans
Orange Libertia Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2’x1’

Limonium perezii    
         Sea Lavender Low Full Sun 3’

Lobelia laxiflora
Mexican Lobelia Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3’x3-6’

Lotus berthelotii
Parrot’s Beak Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 8-12”x2-3’

Lychnis coronaria
            Rose Campion Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-2.5’x1.5’

Mimulus aurantiacus
          Monkey Flower X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-4’ 

Monardella spp.
Scarlet Monardella X l-vl Full Sun 6”-2’ villosa, macatha
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Nepeta x faassenii
Catmint Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1’x1.5-2’   

Oenothera speciosa
Mexican Evening Primrose Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1’x3’

Osteospermum fruitcousum
African Daisy Low Full Sun 2-4’

Penstemon spp.
Penstemon some Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’ centranthifolius, pinifolius

Perovskia atriplicifolia
Russian Sage Low Full Sun 3-4’

Phormium tenax
New Zealand Flax Low Full Sun 4-8’ 

Puya spp.
Puya Very Low Full Sun 4-6’x10’

Romneya coulteri
 Matilija Poppy X Very Low Full Sun 6-8’ 

Salvia  spp.
Salvia some Low Full Sun 1-5’x4-6

 ‘Bee’s Bliss’, chamaedryoides, 
clevelandii, ‘Dara’s choice’, greggii, 
leucantha, spathacea

Satureja douglasii
 Yerba Buena X Low Part Shade 6”x3’

Scaevola spp.
Fan Flower Low Full Sun 6”-2.2’x3-5’ Mauve Clusters’, ‘New Wonder’

Sphaeralcea ambigua
Globe Mallow Y Low Full Sun 3-4’x2-3’

Stachys byzantina
Lamb’s Ears Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1.5’

Tanacetum parthenium  
Feverfew Low Full Sun 1-3’
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Thymus
Thyme Low Full Sun 1.5’      

Verbena bonariensis
Vervain Very Low Full Sun 3-6’x1.5-3’

Viguiera parishii
Desert Goldeneye X Low Full Sun 3’

Zauchneria spp. (Epilobium) 
California Fuchsia X Low Full Sun 1-4’x4’

FERNS

Asplenium scolopendrium 
Hart’s Tongue Fern Low Part Shade to Shade 2’

Blechnum spicant
Deer Fern X Low Part Shade to Shade 1-3’x3’

Polystichum munitum
Western Sword Fern X Low Shade 2-4’

GRASSES

Calamagrotis x acutiflora
Feather Reed Grass Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4’

Deschampsia cespitosa
Tufted Hairgrass Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2’x2’

Festuca spp.
Fescue X l-vl Full Sun 2-3’x1-2’ californica, cinerea, glauca, 

idahoensis, rubra

Helicotrichon sempervirons
Blue Oat Grass Low Full Sun 2-3’

Koeleria macrantha
 June Grass Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2’

Leymus condensatus
Lyme Grass X Very Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 6-9’ 
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Lomandra Longifolia 
‘Breeze’

Lomondra
Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’x2-4’

Muhlenbergia rigens
Deer Grass X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4’X4’

Rhodocoma arida
Rhodocoma Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4-6’x1-2’

Stipa pulchra
Feather Grass Very Low Full Sun 2-3’

ANNUALS

Gomphrena globosa
 Globe Amaranth Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1-2’

SUCCULENTS and PALMS

Chamaerops humilis
Mediterranean Fan Palm Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 20’

Aeonium spp.
Canary Island Rose Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 10”-3’ arboreum, haworthii

Agave spp.
Agave Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade varies
attenuata, americana, 
desmettiana, vilmoriniana, x. ‘Blue 
Flame’, x. ‘Blue Glow’

Aloe spp.
Aloe Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade varies arborescens, brevifolia, ‘Johnson’s 
hybrid’, striata

Bulbine frutescens
Bulbine Low Part Shade 1’x2-3’

Cotyledon orbiculata
        Cotyledon Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 2-3’x2’

Delosperma cooperi
Cooper’s Ice Plant Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 3”x1.5’

Dudleya spp.
Live Forever X Low Full Sun varies brittonii, caespitosa
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Echeveria elegans
Hens and Chicks Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 4” rosette

Graptopetalum 
paraguayense

Ghost Plant
Very Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 8”x1’

Lampranthus spectabili
Trailing Ice Plant Low Full Sun 1’x1.5-2’

Nolina bigelovii
Bear Grass X Very Low Full Sun 3-4’

Sedum spp.
Stonecrop Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade varies x. rubrotinctum, spectabile

Senecio spp.
Blue Chalk Stalks Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 1.5’x2’ mandraliscae, serpens, vitalis

Yucca spp.
Bright Star Yucca some Low Full Sun varies  ‘Bright Star’, filamentosa, 

recurvifolia

VINES

Bougainvillea spp.
Bougainvillea Low Full Sun 15-30’  ‘Barbara Karst’

Calystegia macrostegia
California Morning Glory X Low Full Sun 10-15’

Clematis spp.
Clematis X Low Full Sun 6-10’ lasiantha, armandii

Rosa banksiae
Lady Banks Rose Low Full Sun 20’

Vitis californica
 Wild Grape X Low Full Sun to Part 

Shade 30’


